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June 3 –  
 Last Day for K-11 Students, 
  See Announcements  
 for dismissal times
June 6 – 
 School Board Meeting, Work  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.   
June 13 –   
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
June 24 –  
 SV’s Kennywood Picnic Day, see  
 more on page 20

June Dates to  
Remember

 *More dates including concerts, art    
   shows and field days can be found  
   on our homepage at www.svsd.net

May 2016
A National Award-Winning Publication

Seneca Valley Senior Michael Kolor is an active student in many 
areas including academics, athletics and activities. Those successful 
ventures collided on Friday, May 27, when he had to choose between 
attending Seneca Valley Commencement and running in the PIAA 
Track and Field Championship. Missing graduation was tough, but on 
Saturday, May 28, he earned a silver medal in the 1600m. 

As an AP Scholar with Distinction, Michael was Chairman of the  
inaugural SV Cub Scout STEM Academy, holds 11 school records 
in track and field, and is a WPIAL scholar athlete. He was invited 
to compete in the New Balance Indoor Grand Prix in Boston and 
recently raced at the Penn Relays Carnival. He was voted as a  
representative of Prom Court and named Valedictorian of his class. 

And this upcoming fall, Mr. Kolor will be attending the hallowed halls 
of Harvard University. We asked him to catch us up on his future plans 
and how SV helped to pave the way. 

Tell us what kind of things you have been involved with her at SV,  
including activities and athletics.
Most of my extracurricular time at SV involved sports. I participated in 
varsity soccer as well as indoor and outdoor track my freshman year. 
Then I realized I needed to run all year to get to where I wanted to in the 
sport, so I had to quit soccer and run cross country in the fall my  
remaining three years. I figure I spend about 3-4 hours a day, 50 weeks 
a year training. This has left little time for other things unfortunately. I 
participated in Math League and student government, tutored math, and 
was Chairman of the Inaugural SV Cub Scout STEM Academy. When I am 
home, I pour over running and soccer stats on the Internet and see what 
my idol Serena Williams is up to in the tennis world.

What are your future plans, including college and college major?
I will be attending Harvard University and plan on studying Applied  
Mathematics. I will also be running track for the Crimson. Career-wise,  
I am hoping to integrate my two passions, mathematics and sports.  
Sports and physical analysis require the use and manipulation of big data. 
Being able to work mathematical applications into sports performance 
would be an ideal career for me.

Where do you see yourself 10 years from now?
Ten years from now, I hope to be a year or two out of college with a PH.D.  
In a perfect world, I will be set up with a job that I love. I know that I will 
still be running but I am not sure in what capacity. I may be trying to find  
some fast miles to run in. I also plan on coaching someday if my career  
permits.  

Over 100 students were 
recognized at the Academic 
Awards Night on May 9.  
To see a list of awards  
click here.

Scholastic fame

The Class of 2016, approximately 559 
students, graduated on Friday, May 27. 
Congratulations to all SV  
graduates! 

Of Special Note:
Michael D. Kolor - Valedictorian
Siona Sharma - Salutatorian
Nicholas S. Francino - Honor Student
Julia N. Scanlan  - Speaker at Large

Senior Class Officers: 
Julia M. DiNicola - President
Matthew S. Corcoran - Vice President
Peyton A. Moriarity - Secretary
Sarah A. Foster – Treasurer

For photos, see page 2. 

Proud of the Past, Committed to the Future

If you haven’t seen Seneca Valley’s District Videos “Proud of 
the Past, Committed to the Future,” check them out here:

      Video 1 (Short)             Video 2 (Long) 

http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/1/2016%20Awards%20List%20to%20Distribute.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rb0MfxznDzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAyihHWVGdk


Hats off to the graduates!
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Seneca Valley School District’s stadium will remain NexTier Stadium. NexTier Bank announced 
on May 3 that they signed an agreement with the school district to continue as naming rights 
sponsor of the Raiders home stadium for an additional ten years. The Seneca Valley School 
Board approved the agreement during their May 9 regular meeting.

The new agreement will begin in July 2016 and continue through the 2025-2026 school year.  
The deal is worth $100,000 over 10 years.NexTier originally signed a ten year agreement that 
began in 2006.

“We are exceptionally pleased to be continuing our partnership with NexTier Bank in this venture,” said Seneca Valley School District  
Superintendent Dr. Tracy Vitale. “They have a long and rich history with Seneca Valley, and their steadfast support of our students and student 
programs is much appreciated. We look forward to hosting events now and in the future at NexTier Stadium.” 

The Seneca Valley School District is continuing to make upgrades under its seven year facilities improvement plan. Among the several upgrades 
given the go-ahead during a recent school board meeting were improvements to NexTier Stadium that are slated to cost about $2 million. More 
handicap-accessible seating will be added, as well as more bleacher seating. The turf will also be replaced on both the football field and the track. 
The school will work with Tower Engineering on the project.

“We are extremely proud to have our name on the stadium at Seneca Valley School District,” stated Maria Smathers, Chief Marketing Officer at 
NexTier. “We are passionate about our commitment to the communities we serve and feel this sponsorship displays that commitment. The  
administration at Seneca Valley has shown the same passion and commitment to their students, which makes this a terrific partnership - one that 
has spanned generations and we hope will continue for many years to come.”

NexTier Bank and Seneca Valley continue partnership
NexTier to Maintain Stadium Naming Rights

What will you miss the most 
about Seneca Valley?
I won’t miss all the AP summer 
work that’s for sure. I will mostly 
miss my friends. I have had some 
great times at the lunch table 
talking (and commiserating) about 
the things going on in our lives. Bus 
rides to track and cross country 
meets, invitationals, and to states 
definitely provided some good times 
and great memories. Last year, we 
traveled to XC states on Halloween 
and brought outrageous costumes; Coach Steve Strelick  
decorated the bus ahead of time with Halloween decorations  
and lights, and it felt like just about nothing on the weekend 
schedule went to plan as everyone began to freak out under the stress of an impending race. It was honestly a 
glorious trip during which I did not stop laughing.   

Truthfully, if you are prepared properly, as much as you know you will miss certain things about high school, you 
are ready to move on because everyone else is moving on too.

What is the one piece of advice you would give to the students graduating after you?
I would tell younger students to just find your passion, and do whatever it takes to make it happen. There may be people who don’t understand you 
and your goals, and they may appear to not support you. But you need to be your own advocate and fight for what you believe is right for you.  

Are there any teachers who really stand out to you as having made a difference in your K-12 education?
There are teachers who stand out for different reasons. Mrs. Valerie Walker and Mrs. Rebecca Ruggeri were math teachers who cared about 
the progress of their students and really encouraged critical thinking. They just really enjoyed teaching math and I loved going to their classes 
every day. Mr. Jim Lucot is a really enthusiastic teacher and he makes his students look critically at government and politics, a subject that is 
certainly not my forte. What is so refreshing about Mr. Lucot is that he is flexible and understanding and realizes that his students have other 
things going on outside the classroom. He supported other students and me by attending some of our extracurricular events.  Mainly, he isn’t 
just concerned about his students getting A’s and doing well in his class; he goes above and beyond and cares about them as human beings  
and being happy in their lives.  I enjoyed stopping down from time to time and just talking to him about life.

From black and blue to crimson 
continued



Three fifth graders were recognized as 2016 BASF Earth Day poster 
contest winners on April 21 at Evans City Middle School (ECMS).  
Sommer Barnhill (far right) won first place, Cassidy Matteo  
(center) won second place, and Veronica Grassle was the third 
place winner. All fifth grade students received a free T-shirt with  
the first place winner’s design to wear on Earth Day. All 250 students 
had their posters on display during Evans City Middle School’s  
annual Art Show/Open House on April 28. For 19 years, BASF has 
partnered with fifth graders at ECMS for this contest.

Earth Day every day
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Haine Middle School students take water conservation very seriously. 

Students in Ms. Allison Stebbins and Mr. John Schmidt’s Purpose gifted program presented Rain  
Barrel Classes at the Cranberry Township Municipal Center on May 3 and 9. 

The student “rainkeepers” discussed to township residents the benefits of water conservation, storm 
water control and how to install a rain barrel. 

After the class, participants of the program received a free rain barrel to take home with them. 
Haine Middle School and Cranberry Township have developed a long-standing partnership that  
allows for this program to occur annually.

Using water wisely

KDKA-TV (CBS Channel 2)  
meteorologist Ron Smiley visited 
Haine Middle School and presented 
a weather assembly to fifth and sixth 
grade students on May 24. During 
his visit, he discussed precipitation, 
radar and his love for weather. He also 
filmed students using a drone that was 
featured on KDKA-TV and The CW the 
next day.

A fun forecast

The Seneca Valley Biology Club won first and second 
place in the Butler County Envirothon Competition on 
May 3. 

The first place team (pictured at top) will attend the state 
level competition at Susquehanna University May 24-25.

First place team members include Sydney McGahey, 
Jonnie Poepoe, Hannah Hale, Mariah Mack and  
Kathryn Hines.

The second place team (pictured below) members  
include Audrey Lang, Maya Albanowski, Nora  
Gavaghan, Hannah McCann and Thalia Muno.

Four teams from Seneca Valley attended the competition. 
SV Biology Club members have qualified for State Level 
Envirothon Competitions for the past 30 years.

The Biology Club prepares students to compete in 
two environmental team competitions throughout the 
school year. Topics include identification of animals 
and plants, aquatic ecology, forestry, soils and land 
use, current environmental issues and wildlife  
management. 

SV Envirothon members ‘in their element’

SV goes green

Cannon Desgin Architect Mr. Mike 
Corb visited Evans City Elementary 
third grade students in Ms. Amanda 
Breindel’s class in April. Mr. Corb  
presented on STEM and the finer 
points of engineering in architectural 
design.

Designing the perfect 
STEM lesson



A Night to Remember

A large number of Seneca Valley students, staff, friends and  
family could be found dancing the night away on Sunday, April 24, 
as part of “A Night to Remember – I Still Believe,” an annual event 
hosted by Discovery Church in Cranberry Township. This fun and 
exciting event, sponsored in large part by area businesses, invites 
guests with special needs to a night of pampering and celebrity 
treatment, followed by dinner and dancing. 

5

A Night to RememberA Night to Remember
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Seneca Valley held its 32nd Annual All District K-6 Track and Field Meet at NexTier Stadium on May 13. 

Over 150 students from all SV elementary schools participated in a friendly competition that included events such as a softball throw, long 
jump, sprinting and distance track events, and a pre-k race for students and parents.

“I really couldn’t tell you who had more fun, the participants or the track and field team members who were coaching and running the events,” 
stated Varsity Track and Field Coach Ray Peaco. “This is a wonderful community activity that we look forward to each and every year!”

Results from the meet can be found here.

Going the distance

Evans City Middle School sixth graders 
recently experimented with sound  
engineering by creating ceramic cell 
phone speakers and stands. Each 
student designed, sculpted, glazed, and 
tested a cell phone accessory.  Ms. Amy 
Humes, art teacher, said her students 
boosted their projects through research 
they conducted of the Sydney Opera 
House, acoustics, and shapes that  
amplify sound.  “It is amazing how 
well their inventions worked, and they 
learned much through the design  
process while connecting science,  
engineering and art,” said Ms. Humes.

Sound shaping

Haine Elementary and Middle School students participating in the local Girls on the Run non-profit recently contributed in a charity effort that 
assisted Gleaner’s Food Bank in Cranberry Township. In addition to the community service effort, the girls took part in a 5K event and other  
fitness activities.

Running for a cause

http://www.svsd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=121
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Over 800 people made their way through the hallways and cafeteria of Haine Middle School on  
May 12 for the school’s first-ever Empty Bowls Project. 

Coordinated by Ms. Noele Reynolds, Haine Middle School art teacher, the premise was simple: a 
handmade bowl, a simple meal, a way to help.

Students, artists and community member groups created thousands of unique, handcrafted bowls. 
Guests purchased a ticket to attend the event, chose their bowl from the abundant selection and 
enjoyed sampling foods from about 20 local restaurants, all of which donated their food and time. 
Attendees kept their bowl as a symbol of the empty bowls in the community, and a reminder that their 
participation in the Empty Bowls Project made a difference in the lives of their neighbors in need of 
food assistance. All proceeds – about $15,000 – were donated to Gleaners Food Bank in Cranberry 
Township.

A way to help

Evans City Schools, grades K-6,  
participated in the 9th annual STOMP 
Out Cancer Walk at the school May 13.
Over 1,000 students and staff took 
turns walking around the building at 
different times throughout the day to 
help raise money and awareness for 
cancer. Many completed their walk 
carrying banners and signs, and  
wearing messages on their T-shirts. 
STOMP participants have raised 
$122,203.40 over the past eight years 
and raised more than $18,400 this year 
alone! In total, $140,655.83 has gone 
to the University of Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute for cancer research.

Walking for a cause

CVE third grade student TJ Wanamaker has a brother, Madon, who suffers from congenital disorders 
of glycosylation (CDG). This rare disease makes it hard for Madon to walk, talk and stay healthy.  
He is one of only 10 people in the world with this type of CDG.  

Together, TJ and CVE wanted to help. 

May 16 was World CDG Awareness Day and in part with the CVE Cares Project for the month of May, 
TJ and the school raised $1,645 May 16-17 to donate to the Children’s Inn at the National Institute 
of Health (NIH) in Washington, D.C. The Children’s Inn is a free family-centered hospital hospitality 
house located on the campus of the NIH.  

CDG is a group of rare inherited metabolic disorders that affect a complex enzymatic process called 
glycosylation. The process of glycosylation is critical to normal organ development throughout the 
body. It seems especially critical for the development and maturation of the nervous system. CDG 
only started to be recognized clinically in the 1980s.

For more information on CDG, visit www.cdgcare.com. For more information on the Children’s Inn at 
the NIH, visit www.childrensinn.org. 

CVE cares about CDG 

#SVMakesADifference

http://www.cdgcare.com
http://www.childrensinn.org


continued on page 9
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Seneca Valley students excelled in local Academic Games tournaments throughout the school year, resulting in a record 53 students  who attended 
the National Academic Tournament in Atlanta, Georgia, April 22 - 26.  Several of these individuals brought back national championship titles and top 
place finishes.  

Elementary Division:

In the competition of LinguiSHTIK, a grammar and vocabulary game, Ian Bilger and Tanya Gupta tied for Individual Co-National Champion. Members 
of the 4th place team from Seneca Valley are David deVyver, Sreya Padamati , Anna Roberts, Greta Schmidt, Paul Amado, Jonah Kriess, Andrew 
Loeffler and Nate Smith. Members of the 7th place team from Seneca Valley are Jason Chen, Ella Fulford, Veronica Pimenova, Eric Ristey and  
Sydney Thompson.

In the competition of On-Sets, a mathematical game, David deVyver earned Individual National Champion status and was a member of the 4th place 
team with Ella Fulford and Nate Smith.  

In the competition of Propaganda, a persuasion game, Dawson Ward earned 9th Place in the individual competition. Fourth place winners from 
Seneca Valley are Connor Allen, Courtney Beals, Meera Rathod and Nate Smith.   
 
Middle Division:

In the competition of Propaganda, Brenna Wrubel earned a fifth place in the individual competition and was part of the team that placed fourth 
along with Simren Jayaraman, Matthew Murphy and Robert Appling.  Arya Nayak earned a 9th place finish in the individual competition. 
In the competition of Presidents, a game of historical contexts and political events of U.S. presidents, Sebastian Wary and Brenna Wrubel were part 
members of the team that finished fourth.

Senior Division:

In the individual competition of Equations, a mathematical game, the following  
students placed out of 842 total participants: 
Kyle Cindrich   30th Place
Urvi Gupta   35th Place
Alex Garcia  36th Place
Jarrett Johnston   68th Place
Rhea Kudtarkar  73rd Place
Shane Ruiz   79th Place
Jonathan Simoes  97th Place
Jacob Johnston   108th Place
Angelo Giannotta   113th Place
Mark Livingstone   124th Place

In the individual competition of On-Sets, the following students placed out of 842 total participants:
Kyle Cindrich  37th Place
Shane Ruiz  56th Place (tie)
Mark Livingstone  56th Place (tie)
Rhea Kudtarkar  65th Place
Alex Garcia  83rd Place
Urvi Gupta  95th Place

In the individual competition of World Events, a game of political and cultural events, the following students placed out of 842 total participants:
Mark Livingstone  23rd Place
Jacob Johnston  38th Place
Jarrett Johnston  49th Place

In the individual competition of Presidents, the following students placed out of 842 total participants:
Lucy Geronime   24th Place
Jarrett Johnston  60th Place
Jacob Johnston  97th Place
Urvi Gupta  101st Place

Get in the game
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Seneca Valley Academic Games Team Elementary Division. Front 
Row (L-R) – Ella Fulford, Meera Rathod, Rachel Spear, Tanya 
Gupta, Sreya Padamati, Courtney Beals, Sydney Thompson, 
Veronica Pimenova, Greta Schmidt and Anna Roberts. Back Row 
(L-R) – David deVyver, Andrew Loeffler, Dan Simoes, Eric Ristey, 
Dawson Ward, Nate Smith, Ryder Quiggle, Aidan Uher, Jonah 
Kriess, Jackson Scherzer, Ian Bilger, Paul Amado, Shanker Pillai, 
Josh Miller, Kevin Donaldson, Connor Allen, Tanush Nelikil and 
Jason Chen.

In the individual competition of LinguiSHTIK, the following students placed out of 842 total participants:
Angelo Giannotta   40th Place
Kyle Cindrich  42nd Place
Jarrett Johnston  46th Place
Alex Garcia  52nd Place
Urvi Gupta  54th Place
Jonathan Simoes  56th Place
Mark Livingstone  62nd Place
Rhea Kudtarkar  74th Place
Jacob Johnston  82nd Place

In the individual competition of Propaganda, the following students placed out of 842 total participants:   
Lucy Geronime  19th Place
Jonathan Simoes  31st Place
Rhea Kudtarkar  51st Place
Kyle Cindrich  59th Place 
Urvi Gupta  91st Place

Nationals give students a real world experience and an opportunity to test their knowledge against some of the brightest students in the nation. The 
players at Nationals received recognition and awards in the same way that sports champions are honored. A top 10 finish at Nationals is equivalent 
to an athlete earning All-American Status. 

Academic Games Leagues of America (AGLOA) is dedicated to developing “Thinking Kids” of character, excellence, and integrity. These games 
challenge students to use higher order thinking skills in the subjects of Language Arts, English, History and Mathematics. Academic Games  
provides motivation to achieve a goal; to demonstrate determination, creativity and perseverance to overcome challenges; and to understand that 
hard work and commitment leads to a greater chance of success.

Get in the game 
continued

Approximately 32 eighth grade German students at Seneca Valley Middle School, under the  
direction of teachers Gabrielle Thorell and Greg Smolinski, took the Level 1 National German Exam  
in early April. Several of them earned recognition by the American Association of Teachers of  
German (AATG) for their performance.
 
Claire Williams, Jake Zitcovich and Kase Armitage earned Achievement Awards; Morgan Wehr 
and Coryn Ferguson earned Bronze Medals; Micah Link earned a Silver Medal; and Olivia Schulthe 
scored in the 98th percentile nationwide and earned a Gold Medal Award.
 
Over 21,000 students participated in the exam this year. The National German Exam, now in its 56th  
year, rewards students through an extensive prize program and provide a means of comparing  
students in all regions of the United States. Hal Boland, teacher of German at Heritage High School in Leesburg, Virginia and AATG President 
said, “the outstanding performance of these German students in our national competition brings honor to their school, their district, and their 
German program. The AATG salutes their tremendous accomplishment and the great work their teachers do.”
 
Founded in 1926, the AATG represents German teachers at all levels of instruction. The AATG is dedicated to the advancement and  
improvement of the teaching of language, literature, and culture of the German speaking countries.

SVMS students recognized by AATG

Front Row L-R: Olivia Schultheis, Micah Link, Coryn  
Ferguson, Morgan Wehr and Claire Williams.  
Back Row L-R: Jake Zitcovich and Kase Armitage.



The Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) Gifted students presented projects that included everything from Lego robotics to continental fashion to 
cultural culinary cuisines at the 2016 Scenario Showcase Night on May 4. 

Over 100 seventh and eighth grade students diligently worked on their projects all year and presented their work to over 400 parents, teachers, friends 
and peers who were in attendance. 

The purpose of the Scenario Showcase evening is to celebrate the achievements, creativity, and innovative thinking shown by the SVMS Gifted  
students who undertook the nearly year-long challenge of designing and completing an independent scenario project.

Student showcase
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Seneca Valley students David Choi, Jacob Geil, Rishin Sharma and Rachel Spear were honored as 
four of the brightest young students in the world at a May 14 awards ceremony at Duquesne  
University sponsored by the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth (CTY).

These four participants in the CTY Talent Search were recognized for scoring exceptionally high on a 
rigorous, above-grade-level test.

As part of the CTY Talent Search, advanced students in second through eighth grades take challenging 
tests that can reveal their true capacity for learning. Seventh and eighth graders take the SAT or ACT, 
the same tests used for college admissions. These students may also take advanced versions of the 
School and College Ability Test (SCAT) or the Spatial Test Battery (STB).

Mr. Choi, a seventh grade student at Seneca Valley Middle School, along with Mr. Sharma and Mr. 
Geil, freshmen at Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, and Miss Spear, a sixth grade student at 
Evans City Middle School, were four of more than 30,000 students from more than 60 countries who 
participated in the CTY Talent Search between March 2015 and February 2016. Only about 30 percent 
of Talent Search participants earned an awards-ceremony invitation.

This spring, more than 8,000 CTY Talent Search honorees were invited to CTY Award Ceremonies 
across the U.S. and in China and Hong Kong. Most of these students also qualified for CTY’s summer 
and online courses.

“We are thrilled to celebrate these students for their hard work and academic achievements,” said 
Elaine Tuttle Hansen, executive director of CTY. “We’d also like to recognize the parents and  
educators who saw the academic talent in these students and provided them with opportunities to 
develop it further.” 

A global leader in gifted education since 1979, CTY is focused on recognizing academic talent in 
exceptional K-12 students and supporting their growth with courses, services, and resources  
specifically designed to meet their needs. CTY draws students from 50 states and 81 countries  
worldwide. In fiscal year 2015, CTY provided $5.8 million in financial aid to nearly 7,000 students.

The National  
Merit Scholarship 
Corporation 
(NMSC)  
announced 
Seneca Valley’s 
very own Siona 
Sharma as a 
National Merit 
$2,500 Scholar-
ship winner. Ms. Sharma, a senior, 
was one of 2,500 Merit Scholar  
designees who was chosen from 
a talent pool of more than 15,000 
outstanding Finalists in the 2016  
National Merit Scholarship Program.

National Merit $2,500 Scholarship 
winners are the Finalists in each 
state judged to have the strongest 
combination of accomplishments, 
skills, and potential for success in 
rigorous college studies. The number 
of winners named in each state is 
proportional to the state’s percentage 
of the nation’s graduating high 
school seniors

This year’s competition for National 
Merit Scholarships began in October 
2014 when over 1.5 million juniors 
in some 22,000 high schools took 
the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT®), which served as an initial 
screen of program entrants. Last fall, 
the highest-scoring participants in 
each state, representing less than 
one percent of the nation’s high 
school seniors, were named Semi-
finalists on a state-representational 
basis. Only these 16,000 Semifinalists 
had an opportunity to continue in the 
competition.

From the Semifinalist group, 15,000 
students met the very high academic 
standards and other requirements 
to advance to the Finalist level of the 
competition. By the conclusion of the 
2016 program, about 7,500 Finalists 
will have earned the “Merit Scholar” 
title and received a total of about $33 
million in college scholarships.

SV Senior is National 
Merit $2,500 Scholarship 
Winner The State Board of Education recently announced two new student members who will 

join its ranks in July. 

Secretary of Education Pedro A. Rivera and State Board Chairman Larry Wittig were 
both on hand to announce the new members. 

“Students are at the heart of every issue and policy decision that come before the 
State Board, and these students can offer valuable perspectives in the discussions,” 
Rivera said. “The two students selected this year will gain tremendous experience and insight into how 
education policy is developed and implemented.” 

Shirlann Harmon, a junior from Seneca Valley, was selected as the high school student board member. 
A college junior from Pennsylvania State University was selected to serve as the board’s postsecondary 
student member. 

Miss Harmon will begin her two-year term in July 2016 as a non-voting, advisory member. Her  
participation is supported by private grant funds made available by Highmark. 

Student members were added to the State Board in 2008 to increase the student voice in education  
policymaking. They were added through a revision to the Board’s by-laws and are not required by statute. 

To be considered for the post, students have to submit a resume, essays, and letters of recommendation. 
Application materials for high school students are submitted to the PA Association of Student Councils 
(PASC), which facilitates the high school student selection process. The postsecondary representative 
rotates between state-related and state system universities every two years. 

The State Board of Education was established in 1963 and reconstituted in 1988. The 21-member board 
works closely with the Department of Education, state policymakers, and educators to review, develop 
and adopt regulations that govern basic and higher education in the commonwealth.

SV Junior named to State Board of Education

311

Top students recognized by Johns Hopkins CTY

David Choi Jacob Geil Rishin Sharma Rachel Spear Rachel Spear accepting her Johns 
Hopkins Center for Talented Youth 
Award.
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Each year more than 131,000 students in grades 6-8 enter the national Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Patriot’s Pen Youth Essay Contest.  
The essay contest encourages young minds to examine America’s history, along with their own experiences in modern American society,  
by drafting a 300- to 400-word essay, expressing their views on “What Freedom Means to Me.” 

Pictured below are the honorees from Haine Middle School and Seneca Valley Middle School, along with members of Cranberry Twp. VFW 
Post 879. 

Patriot’s Pen winners

Twenty-four Seneca Valley students successfully completed the Westinghouse Science Honors Institute program and junior Dominic Panzino (pictured 
below), finished third out of 159 students on the 2016 WSHI Voluntary Exam, and as a result has been awarded a check for $750.

The Westinghouse Science Honors Institute program is held on Saturdays throughout the school year and included Dylan Boyd, Robert Giebel, Matt 
Happ, Katie Hickmann, Regan Kelly, Karina Latsko, Delaney Lisco, Sammi Logan, Leiah Maloney, Danielle Matz, Riley Morrone, Dominic Panzino, Isabella 
Pettita, Dan Popp, Claire Schawalder, Jake Skinner, Matthew Sloan, Allison Spear, Hannah Testa, Mary Testa, Nick Vaccarello, Kira Valentine, Nika 
Valentine and Katherine Whittle.

The Westinghouse Science Honors Institute is a free program for high school juniors from Western Pennsylvania and the surrounding communities 
who demonstrate a strong interest in science and engineering and who are of high scholastic standing. Westinghouse Science Honors Institute (WSHI) 
consists of 11 Saturday-morning lectures, from October through February, on selected topics in science and engineering. Students attend WSHI to gain 
insight into careers in engineering and science. They network with professionals in the “real world,” and interact with students from different schools 
who also have the same abilities and interests.

Put to the test

In the first photo, from left, is Haine Middle School (HMS) Teacher Mrs. Julie Mann; Commander Hugh MacPherson; Patriots Pen Chairman Don Vasko; Phoebe Lyman, 
HMS student and post winner; HMS Principal Dan DiDesiderio; Emma Maloberti, HMS student and post winner; Sr. Vice Commander Chuck Lewis and Quartermaster 
Rex Brown. Not pictured but also a HMS student and post winner is Jackson Scherzer.  In the second photo, Seneca Valley Middle School student essay finalists are 
Addy Malak, Diana E. Schulties, Kase C. Armitage, Grace McSwaney, Claire E. Williams, Jordan D. Bather, Zoe R. Stebbins, Nina C. Dillon, Ashley J. Oh, James A.  
Rickard, Christian N. Hukestein, Jordyn N. Och, Aiden R. Hoffman, Brynne L. Swann, and Morgan A. Smith. Also pictured are Sr. Vice Commander Chuck Lewis,  
Quartermaster Rex Brown, Commander Hugh MacPherson and Patriots Pen Chairman Don Vasko.
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For the second year in a row, Seneca Valley was named the best 
overall ceramics program, out of 16 participating school districts,  
at the 2016 Standard Ceramics: Pittsburgh Area High School  
Student Exhibition on April 14. 

The exhibition was judged by Slippery Rock University Assistant  
Professor of Art Tricia Bishop. The other 15 participating schools 
included Baldwin-Whitehall High School, Bethel Park High School, 
Carrick High School, Chartiers Valley High School, Deer Lakes 
High School, Greensburg Central Catholic High School, North Allegheny High School, Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart High School, Peters Township High School, Quaker Valley High School, Sewickley  
Academy, Shadyside Academy, South Allegheny High School, The Ellis School and Trinity High School. 

The honor of the title also comes with an award of 500 lbs. of clay.

Everyone’s heard of a haunted 
house. Probably even a haunted 
theater. But a haunted play? 

The Seneca Valley Thespians  
performed ‘Ax of Murder, A Hilarious 
Murder Mystery’ play in the Senior 
High School Auditorium May 20-21.

“The performances of Ax of Murder, 
A Hilarious Murder Mystery went 
above and beyond my expectations,” 
said Ms. Amber Hugus, thespian play 
director. “The students had a lot of 
pressure on them to memorize many 
lines, complete difficult sequences  
of events, and a portion of act II  
even took place either in complete 
darkness or with the lights blinking 
and flashing. They took these  
challenges and rose above! The  
talented students that I get to work 
with add so much humor and so 
many fun ideas to the shows. This 
year was no exception. Many of the 
events and lines that got the most 
laughs were ideas straight from the 
cast! I am so proud of my Thespians 
and am honored to have directed this 
group for my fifteenth show.”

Whodunit

The streets were dark, with only the glow of streetlamps 
and Cinderella’s castle in the background.  Thousands of 
people crowded the edges of the street as they listened  
to the sounds of the Seneca Valley “Roaring” Raider 
Marching Band who performed their parade routine  
before the Main Street Electrical Parade at Magic  
Kingdom on April 23. 

Over 240 marching band students, chaperones, directors 
and staff traveled to Orlando, Florida this year for the  
annual band trip. In addition to the parade, students in 
Wind Ensemble performed at the Melody Gardens Stage 
at Epcot, the pom pon squad participated in a dance  
workshop and a jazz clinic was held for jazz band students.  

“I am reminded once again how special music students 
are,” said Mr. Robert Matchett, Seneca Valley Band  
Director. “I’ve spent three days so far with 240 people 
in Orlando. These kids are so polite, kind, supportive, 
talented, and serving. The FUTURE has GREAT hope!  
SV Band ROARS!”

A magical moment

Back-to-back wins

The Seneca Valley Choirs, grades 8-12, competed in the Heritage National Music Festival in Toronto, 
Ontario, April 29-May 2. The 320 choir members brought home several accolades.
 
Seneca Valley 8th Grade Chorus Gold
Seneca Valley 9th Grade Chorus Gold
Seneca Valley 10th Grade Choral Union Gold
Seneca Valley Show Choir Gold
Seneca Valley Madrigal Singers  Gold
Seneca Valley Concert Choir Gold
Seneca Valley Women’s Choir Gold
Seneca Valley Men’s Chorus Silver
 
According to choir directors, the students were well-behaved and well-mannered on the trip. Seneca 
Valley secondary choirs are led by teachers Mr. Aaron Magill, Ms. Bobi-Jean Alexander and  
Ms. Claire Barker.

Medal contenders
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In celebration of our 50th, Seneca Valley art teachers Mr. Jason Woolslare, Ms. 
Megan Bonistalli, Mr. Jason Shorr and Mr. Aaron Shafer, organized and hosted 
a 50th Anniversary Art Alumni/Art Teacher exhibit featuring work from alumni, 
teachers and retirees. 

“I really wanted to do something for the 50th anniversary of SVSD and promote 
the amazing art traditions that have been a part of the district for such a long 
time,” said Mr. Woolslare. “As an SV art teacher, SV alumni, and SV parent in the 
district, I was really proud of the show.”

Over 40 SV art alumni and teachers contributed a piece for the exhibit. The 
gallery opened during the Spring Instrumental Concert on May 5 that featured a 
special collaboration of arts through the performance of the well-known piece 
“Carmina Burana.” 

Pieces on display included various paintings, installations, sculptures, mixed 
media, photography and sketches. 

“Two words come to mind about the Alumni Exhibit — community and legacy,” 
stated Ms. Bonistalli. “I am so lucky that I was able to witness how Seneca 
Valley has created a thriving artistic community through its 50 year legacy of 
commitment to the visual arts.” 

To see more about what the arts mean to SV, watch SVTV’s video that celebrates 
our many incredible art programs featuring band, visual arts, video production, 
singing, acting, and dance here. 

The Seneca Valley Dance Program,  
a part of the Seneca Valley  
Academy of Choice (SVAOC),  
presented “Paquita” May 20-21. 

The 19th century ballet also included 
a mixed program choreographed by 
SVAOC Dance Teacher Kwang Suk 
Choi.

‘Paquita’

For the first time in school history, the Seneca Valley Wind Ensemble, Art Department 
and the Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) Performing Arts Department 
(Dance), collaborated to present a monumental work of art May 5. 

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for students and community members included 
poetry, dance, art and music that were based on a transcription of Carl Orff’s “Carmina 
Burana.” 

“Carmina Burana” is one of the largest and most popular works of all time. When Carl 
Orff composed this multi-movement work, he based his instrumental music off of a set of poems from the 
13th century. Orff envisioned this work to be “staged” and contain numerous elements of art.

The powerful, energetic music and poems were narrated by senior high school faculty members Ms.  
Allison Shuster and Mr. Jim Lucot, and students from SVAOC Performing Arts Department danced to two 
of the most beautiful movements of the piece using all original ballet choreography. Additionally, the art 
department displayed and projected images and sculptures that captured the essence of each movement. 

“I am thrilled by the ‘art’ that was created and displayed at the event,” stated Seneca Valley Music 
Teacher Mr. Robert Matchett. “This collaboration is evidence of the true talents of our students, the 
passion of our educators and the wonderful array of programs we offer here at SV. The performance of 
‘Carmina Burana’ at Seneca Valley is one that will stay close to my heart forever.”

A complete work of art

Celebrating 50 years of talent

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUuecm-W_Hc


May 8, 2016 at Stage AE in Pittsburgh

SV Prom

‘A Night in the Spotlight’
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Congratulations to Julia DiNicola and Matt  
Corcoran, Seneca Valley’s 2016 Prom Queen  
and King! 

For a link to the gallery of images from prom or to purchase prints, click here.

Photo credits: Frank Kendralla, Kendralla Photography and EDI Images

https://fmkjr.smugmug.com/Portraits/Seneca-Valley-Prom-2016/


How great are our student-athletes you ask?
 
For me, that is an easy question – they are better than great.  The month of May saw many athletic honors bestowed upon our student-athletes and 
even better, academic and sportsmanship awards were handed out.   

-Heather Lewis, Athletic & Activities Director

Michael Kolor was honored by the WPIAL as one of ten male scholar-athletes in the entire WPIAL membership.  
Each year the WPIAL office awards twenty $1,000 scholarships – 10 male winners, 10 female winners – and  
Michael was a 2016 recipient.  In addition to the WPIAL honor, Michael was also named one of two male  
scholar-athletes for the Quad A conference and Seneca Valley’s male tri-sport athlete of the year as recognized 
by the NADA association. At the NADA banquet it was announced that Michael was the NADA recipient of their 
annual scholarship for the top performing tri-sport athlete of the year. Joining Michael as a NADA association 
tri-sport female athlete of the year for Seneca Valley is Emily Cekella, an all-section performer in soccer and 
four-time varsity letter winner in both indoor and outdoor track.  Emily is headed to Gannon University in the fall 
where she will join the women’s soccer program. 

Peyton Moriarity was recently named a Pittsburgh Positive Athlete for the sport of 
girls’ golf in the WPIAL.  Peyton will be honored on June 14, 2016 at the Heinz History 
Center for this honor.  A two-sport nominee in both girls’ golf and girls’ lacrosse, 
Peyton exemplifies the true tenets of a Pittsburgh Positive Athlete – optimistic, 
encouraging, servant leadership, heart, recognizes imperfections, outstanding work 
ethic, and team above self always.  Congratulations Peyton – well deserved!  As a 
district, Seneca Valley Athletics was recognized by Positive Athlete Pittsburgh as the program of the year. Seniors 
Sean Cavanagh and Lexus Lambert will accept the honor from Hines Ward on behalf of the District.
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What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics May 2016

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics May 2016

Boys volleyball still in play
 
At the time of this writing, Raider boys’ varsity volleyball will be 
competing in the WPIAL 3rd place game with a return trip to the 
PIAA state tournament on the line.  

Seneca Valley faced North Allegheny on May 25 – stay tuned for 
updates in June. Congratulations to head coach Dan Follett and 
the Raider boys’ volleyball team on another great season!  

Track and field teams shine in WPIAL championships
 
Congratulations to head coach Ray Peaco, his entire coaching staff, and all of the Raider 
boys and girls track & field team members.  Following an outstanding regular season, 
both teams qualified for the WPIAL team semifinals hosted by Seneca Valley on May 
3.  With remarkable performances all around, both teams advanced to the WPIAL team 
finals - as one of four remaining teams - at Baldwin Senior High on May 9.  On this night 
our Raider boys program would walk away with the runner-up trophy in the team  
championships.  Ten days later at the WPIAL individual finals, Michael Kolor raced to 
two gold medals in the 800m and 1600m and anchored the silver medal 4x400  
relay team.  All in all, Seneca Valley qualified the following for the PIAA state meet: two 
boys’ relays (4x800 of Alex Dixon,  
Luke Bellack, Sam Owori & Justin 
Gaydos (pictured right); 4x400 of 
Parker Laughlin, Mark Smith, Alex 
Dixon and Michael Kolor pictured 
left), Michael Kolor (800m, 1600m), 
Mark Smith (300m  hurdles), Zach 
Gehm (discus), Erin Danik (javelin) 
and Jordan Jamieson (discus).

continued on page 17
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Athletics 
continued

We are ready for next year - drug and concussion test dates
 
The athletic department has announced its summer drug testing and ImPACT concussion testing dates for 2016 fall sports season.

REMINDERS for 2016-17:  
 • ALL paperwork must be received in the athletic office no later than Thursday, August 4, 2016 by 3 p.m.   
  Coaches will not accept paperwork at the first day of tryouts.
 • The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for doctor’s signature.
 • All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2016-17 will be available on the SV Portal starting June 1, 2016.
 • All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal under “Sports Registration” before competing. Registration begins June 1, 2016.
 • Complete information available on the District’s Athletics website under “Participation and TRYOUT information” starting June 1, 2016.
 • Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to be done every other year.

Drug Testing & ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing – Senior High School
(No physicals in July)
 • July 20, 2016 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
 • July 21, 2016 from 8 a.m.- Noon & 1-3 p.m.
 • July 27, 2016 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
 • July 28, 2016 from 8 a.m.- Noon & 1-3 p.m.

Football season tickets
 
For your information football season tickets are now on sale in the athletic office. There are five home games  
and a reserved seat season ticket is $40 for the five games. The 2016 football schedule is as follows:

Aug. 20 at New Castle 10 a.m. Scrimmage
Aug. 26 vs Blackhawk 6 p.m. Scrimmage
Sept. 2 vs Peters Twp. 7:30 p.m. Veterans Day
Sept. 9 at Pine-Richland 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Butler 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 vs Central Catholic 7:30 p.m. Hall of Fame
Sept. 30 vs Penn Hills 7:30 p.m. Homecoming
Oct. 7 at Bethel Park 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 14 at No. Allegheny 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 21 vs Shaler 7:30 p.m. Pink Night /Youth Night
Oct. 28 vs Altoona 7:30 p.m. Senior Night 
Nov. 4  WPIAL 1st Rd. TBD
Nov.11 WPIAL Semi’s TBD
Nov. 18 WPIAL Finals TBD

Raider Pride is always on display at home and away events.  Not only do we see  
unbelievable team support of Raider student-athletes on the sidelines but our community  
and student pride is undeniable.  While I am not surprised anymore when students travel to  
destinations such as Baldwin to support their peers, I am proud of the genuine enthusiasm and 
pride they display in the stands.  I wanted to take this opportunity to thank our students and 
community for their unwavering support of Raider athletics!  #SVRaiderPride

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net/domain/1886
https://twitter.com/?lang=en
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Evans City Elementary fourth grade teacher Mr. Eric Fogle recently 
had his Donors Choose project, circuit and computer programming 
starter kits for his classroom, fully funded.

“Thank you again for helping support my classroom through the  
DonorsChoose.org website,” stated Mr. Fogle. “Your generous  
support has helped make my classroom take a giant step into the 
cutting-edge of electronic devices in the classroom. It is one more 
push to encourage my classroom of fourth graders to think beyond  
the classroom walls and experience the technology available to  
them that they would use as adults in the workforce.”

To read more about the project and their success raising funds,  
click here.

The Seneca Valley Academy of 
Choice (SVAOC) held its annual  
Outreach Program for Technology 
(OPT) Conference in the senior high 
school library and cyber offices May 3.

This is the third year of the program 
that SVAOC offers to all of their 
partnering schools through the OPT. 
The SVAOC provides cyber seats to 
38 public schools from across the 
state.  All full-time cyber teachers 
presented different sessions/trainings 
to those in attendance. 

“This is a part of the partnership,” 
stated Ms. Denise Manganello, 
SVAOC Principal. “This takes us  
beyond having a product, but  
providing an experienced service.”

From products to  
partnerships

Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) Technology Education 
teacher Mr. Ken Macek has been recently recognized as the Clarion 
University School of Education Outstanding Graduate Student.

Mr. Macek was the only Masters of Education (M.Ed.) student out of 
approximately 120 graduate students selected for this award. 

To receive this recognition, each member of the Graduate Faculty are 
asked to nominate any student with which they have worked each 
year to a pool of possible award winners. The faculty member is asked 
to support his or her nomination of the Outstanding Student with a 
description of the student’s work/service both in and outside the  
classroom. The Faculty then selects from the nominations the 
student they feel best represents the goals and values of the Clarion 
University Department of Education. 

“We find that your work is top quality and innovative,” stated Assistant Professor of Education at Clarion 
University, Karl Sprenger. “And everything else you do is constantly well done.”

Outstanding student, outstanding teacher

Project funded!

Mr. Jim Lucot, senior high school history teacher, has been granted a 
$5,000 scholarship by Classrooms Without Borders (CWB) and Dr. Zipora 
Gur, executive director and founder of CWB, to go to Poland on a  
Holocaust study this summer. Mr. Lucot will leave for Warsaw, Poland, on  
Sunday, June 26, 2016, and return on Monday, July 4, 2016, from Krakow. 
The tour will include the Treblinka Death camp, several Ghettos of Poland 
and the Auschwitz complex with survivors and international experts as 
guides.

Mr. Lucot has been involved with other Holocaust agencies, including 
Pennsylvania Holocaust Education Council, Jewish Federation for the 
Righteous and the Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh. However, this is his 
first involvement with Classrooms Without Borders. Mr. Lucot is participating in several classes  
leading up to the visit, and is required to complete a project component as part of the scholarship. 

“I want to see and experience these places,” explained Mr. Lucot, “but it is very non-celebratory.  
I know or knew several survivors who were at these places.”

SV history teacher travels abroad to study the Holocaust

Seneca Valley administration  
recognized the hard work and  
dedication of our drivers through a 
Bus Driver Appreciation event held 
at Victory Church earlier this month.

Showing our appreciation

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/learning-steam-through-making/1645589/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feedback_proposalimpact&rf=email-system-2016-04-feedback_proposalimpact-donor&lightbox=dty&pma=true&pmaType=impact&pmaId=3086061&pmaHash=bi11lBTwqzHVsH1nhxhNuQ%3D%3D&utm_swu=2280


Evans City Middle School (ECMS) had Seneca Valley Graduates Brandon Gaus 
(Class of 2006) and Matthew Irvin (Class of 2000), authors behind the recently  
released middle grade fiction series “Aschwood Academy” visit fifth and sixth 
grade students May 23.  

Mr. Irvin attended ECMS and Mr. Gaus went to Haine.  During their visit, the alumni 
discussed their writing process and how they worked together to create the first 
novel. 

“The writing process itself is the fun part – we each banter back and forth arguing the merits of a different idea (or word) or direction to take the 
story pointing out the pros and cons of each option… but often times, the best part is coming up with something completely unexpected… and then 
realizing how brilliantly it works and formulating a plan to fit it into the story,” states Brandon Gaus. “I don’t think that either of us could have written 
the book individually. While I have the writing talent (something Matt admits he would struggle with), Matt definitely drives the process forward 
(whereas I would still be sitting on the first chapter re-writing a single sentence over and over again “perfecting” it and never move on to a new 
section). Together, we complement each other coming up with new ideas and each driving focus to advance the book.”

Toward the end of the presentation, students had the chance to create a mind map with the authors that illustrated how a creative idea, character 
or location can develop into a storyline.

To read more about Brandon and Matt, and other successful Seneca Valley graduates, read our Annual Report “Onward & Upward” at  
www.svannualreports.com. “Aschwood Academy” is available for purchase on Amazon.com.

Alumni authors

Kassady Sever, Seneca Valley Class of 2013, was crowned Miss Delaware Earth United States on March 20 at the Prince  
Theater in Philadelphia.  

Ms. Sever is a junior at the University of Delaware where she is a Dean’s List student, member of Chi Omega Fraternity and  
Assistant Beauty Coordinator for UDress Magazine. 

As a fashion merchandising major, Ms. Sever uses her title to bring awareness to her platform of fashion sustainability.  As 
Miss Delaware Earth United States, she recently attended Earth Day activities in Washington, D.C. to raise environmental 
awarness. She will continue to be an ambassador for the environment through local appearances.

In late July, she will return to D.C. to compete for the National Title of Miss Earth United States.  The winner will represent the United States  
at the Miss Earth pageant in October 2016. Miss Earth is celebrated as one of the Top 3 international pageants, featuring nearly 100 national  
representatives at each year’s competition. Miss Earth focuses on Beauties with a Cause who are dedicated ambassadors for environmental 
awareness.

Currently Ms. Sever is signed with Wilhelmenia Models Philadelphia and this summer she will be interning with BCBG in Los Angeles. She resides 
in Cranberry Township with her family.

Crowning glory

Cate Seman, a 2012 Seneca Valley graduate, is attending the University of Rhode Island (URI) to study Global Business Management. 
Currently, she’s at the Auckland University of Technology on exchange in New Zealand. This volleyball star, both at Seneca Valley and 
URI, said her plans upon her return to the States will be to relocate to Cincinnati, Ohio, to start a professional career with Mondelez 
International as a Management Development Associate. We asked Ms. Seman to tell us how her years at Seneca Valley helped 
prepare her for where she is today and as she plans for her future.

“Seneca Valley helped with my athletic career for sure. I was given the opportunity to letter for the varsity volleyball team all four 
years and that aided my commitment to play at URI. When I was at SV, I was able to take marketing and accounting classes, which confirmed that 
I wanted to study business in college. Being able to have some background in marketing, accounting, and economics greatly helped when these 
courses were required during my freshman year at URI. I went to a very small Catholic grade school, so graduating from a large public school gave  
me a well-rounded perspective on both methods of schooling. Coming from a class of over 500 people definitely prepared me for the vast size of my 
university. I think the numerous options in electives make it great. You can come out of SV being well-rounded. The same goes for the sports teams  
and clubs. That is really where you find yourself and your niche.

Ms. Seman says the three people she keeps in touch with are Karen Martini, volleyball coach, Rob Naylor, physical education teacher and strength 
coach, and Jim Lucot, social studies teacher. They qualify as her “favorites.” Speaking of favorites, Ms. Seman says the one memory that stands out 
more than any other while at Seneca Valley was winning the WPIAL championship her senior year. “After coming up short the three years prior, it was 
amazing to finally get the gold. What made it even more special was getting to play side-by-side with my sister Angela, a 2014 Seneca Valley graduate.” 
A second sister, Bella, is currently a junior.

“Overall, I really enjoyed the classes I took at SV. I would say (to teachers), is to always remember the impact that you can have because you certainly 
impacted me in a positive way. The passion that was displayed for their individual subjects was inspiring and I’m grateful to have had the educational 
experience that I did at SV.”

To read more about Ms. Seman’s volleyball legacy at URI, visit: http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20160424/CRAN0102/704229835

Alumnus travels abroad
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http://www.svannualreports.com
https://www.amazon.com/Aschwood-Academy-Bloodline-Book-ebook/dp/B010KJP4RE?ie=UTF8&qid=&ref_=tmm_kin_swatch_0&sr
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20160424/CRAN0102/704229835


Alumni News & Notes 
continued

Nathan Brewer, a 1999 Seneca Valley graduate, is a director, musician and teacher based in New York City. 
We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced his life  
and career.

What is a typical “day in the life” like at work? 
Every day is different!  This week I am directing the musical “Cabaret” for the New York Film Academy.   
Last week I was directing a concert with the American Pops Orchestra in Washington, DC, and next week 
I’ll be teaching in India!

Please share with us some information about your family.
My husband, Sky Switser, is a Broadway and Television Costume Designer.  My mom, Joy Brewer, is a 
retired SV teacher, and my dad, William Brewer, is the accompanist for numerous SV choirs.

How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
 I am thankful that I attended a school district that cared deeply about the performing arts. I was profoundly 
influenced by my choir directors, with whom I am still very close. It was because of Marie Latagliata that I 
received my undergraduate degree from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, where I have now taught 
for 12 years. 

What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
Seneca Valley offers our students the benefits of a large school “in harmony” with a small town community.  Our performing groups are able to hop on 
a school bus to sing in downtown Pittsburgh, and return in time to march in a Zelienople parade that evening! 

Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
Toni Keefer, Bobi-Jean Alexander, and Marie Latagliata were my reasons for going to school!  I also loved two elementary school teachers, Sandra 
Slaven and Marcia Spear, who encouraged my creativity in the classroom.  I am also eternally grateful for Dr. Stephanie Kane-Mainier, who was a 
personal mentor and an inspiring teacher. 

If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
I was a hopelessly poor math and science student in high school, and because of this, I did not think of myself as an intelligent person until I went to 
graduate school.  I will take this opportunity to ask fellow teachers to identify and acknowledge intelligence in many forms, and not give up on the 
students who make their jobs a little harder.  I am so thankful for the teachers who made the effort to reach me.

Zelienople native, Nathan Brewer, returns to The Strand along with Broadway star, Caroline Bowman! 

Nathan last appeared at The Strand with his highly successful cabaret show, White Girls, starring sisters Paula & Tessa White, and The Strand is 
proud to host his triumphant return. This program is a Pittsburgh area exclusive!  

Brewer returns to The Strand

BREWER & BOWMAN: A BROADWAY CABARET
Directed & Music Directed by Nathan Brewer
Saturday Only!  June 18, 8 p.m.
$25 - $30 Reserve Seating
Click here to reserve tickets

For more on Nathan, visit www.nathanbrewer.net.
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https://web.ovationtix.com/trs/pe.c/10087461
http://www.nathanbrewer.net
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CVE Kindergarten students in room 3 honored 
their mothers and fathers for both Mother’s Day 
and an early Father’s Day on May 13. The students 
performed “The Three Nanny Goats Gruff” as 
part of the celebration. Prior to the show, students 
learned several songs and dances in addition to 
making their own scenery and costumes for the 
performance.

No gruff about it

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://svarrowhead.svsd.net
http://senecascout.svsd.net
https://www.kennywood.com/seneca
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/index.aspx?nid=67
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